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GENEALOGY OF THE FAINTS. 

The Bonedd y Saint, or Genealogy of the Saints, which has 
been often a subject of reference, as it may be hereafter, in this 
work, is a record, which, taken as a whole, throws considerable 
light upon the history of the Britons through a period of seven 
or eight centuries, from the first introduction of Christianity 
among them. We have, therefore, deemed it advisable to 
recommend it to the attention of our readers, by publishing a 
translation of it, in a condensed form, divested of most of its 
various readings. 

The copy, inserted in the Archaialogy of Wales, from which 
work this is taken, is a collation, made from several manuscripts 
by our indefatigable antiquary, Lewis Morris, in 1760, wider 
the title of Bonedd y Saint, or Achcm Saint Ynyt Prydain, that 
is, the Genealogy of the Saints or the Pedigrees of the Saints of 
the Isle of Britain, and of which several manuscripts he gives 
the following account : — 

1. One of the books, out of which this has been collected, 
was the work of Thomas Wyn ab Edmund ab Rhys ab Robert 
ab leuan Vychan, A. D. 1677, and which is generally called 
the Book of Watkin Owain, from its being the property of that 
person,who lived.nearGwydir, near lianrwst. TbomeLsWyn com- 
piled it out of the following manuscripts — s book that first be- 
longed to W. Salesbury of Plas Isav, near Lianrwst, and (ben 
to Mr. Wyn of Bod Ysgallen— the Book of John Brook, of 
Mawddy — ^the Book of Robert Davies, of Llanerch, and which 
was of vellum, very old, and the greater part whereof was Brut 
y Breninoedd, or Chronicle of the Kings. 

Besides the Book of Watkin Owain, above described, these 
following were made use of by Lewis Morris. 

2. The Book of Bod Eulwyn, in Mon, the property of leuan 
ab Si on Wyn, written in 1579. 

3. The Book of Henry Rowland 

4. The Book of Llywelyn Ofeiriad 

5. The Red Book of Hergest, in Jesus College, Oxford 

6. The Book of Pedigrees, by Robert Vychan, of Hengwrt 

7. The Book of Llywelyn ab Meredydd, or Llelo Gwta 

8. The Achau y Saint, belonging to Dr. Thomas Williams, 
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written between 1578 said 1609, transcribed from the Book of 
Thomas ab Llywelyn ab Ithel, of the county of Flint, and which 
was a transcript of the Book of Uanerch, with additions from 
other copies. 

9. A book compiled by Dr. Thomas Williams himself out of 
various manuscripts, with several valuable notes. 



BONEDD Y SAINT*. 
A. 

Aelgyvarch, one of the sons of Heligab Glanog, 
Aelhai ARN, the son of Hygarvael ab Cyndrwyn, of Llysdyn 
Wennan, in Cegidva, a district of Powys. There is a church 
called Llan Aelhaiam, near Pwll Heli, in Arvon. 

Avan, or Avan Buallt, the son of Cedig ab Ceredig ab Cu- 
aedda, whose mother was Tegwedd, the daughter of Tegid 
Voel, of Penllyn, in Meirion. The following churches are 
dedicated to him; Llan Avan Vawr and Llan Avan Vach, in 
Buallt, and Llan Avan Trawsgoed, in Ceredigion, or Cardigan- 
shire ; his grave still remains in Llan Avan Vawr, with this 
inscription thereon — 

HIC lACIT SANCTIS 
SadOOSIdH SHNVAV 

Lewis Glyn Cothi has a poem containing his legend. 

AiDAM, the son of Gwrvyw, the grandson of Urien Reged. 
It is not known whether this was Aidan Vrenin, Aidan the 
Kmg, or Aidan Voeddog, that gave name to Llan Aidan, in 
Mon ; or that church may have been dedicated to Nidan. 

AiLVYW, the son of Dirdan, whose mother was Danadlwcn, 
the daughter of Ynyr of Caer Gawch. 

Amaethlu, the son of Caradog Vreichvras ab Llyr Merini. 
He is otherwise called Maethlu, of Cameddor, in Mon. 

Amo : there is a Llan Amo in Radnorshire ; Rhosyr, or 
Newborough, in Mon, is called Llan Amo in an old manuscript 
at Hengwrt, but it is called Llan Anno in the neighbourhood. 

Ane, the son of Caw CawUwg. There is a chapel called 
Coed Ane in Mon. 

Anhun, the handmaid of Madryn, the daughter of Gwrth- 
cvyr, or Vortimer, king of Britain. 

* Sec Arch, of Wales, vol. ii. p. 2C — ^30. 
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Arddun, stiled Penasgell, or Wing-head, the daughter of 
Pabo Post Prydain ; she was the mother of Tysilio. 

Arianwan, the daughter of Brychan, the wife of lorwerth 
Hirvlawdd, and the mother of Caenog Vawr, to whom the 
church of Clog Caenog, in Denbighshire, is dedicated. 

Arthen, the son of Brychan : he lies buried in Manaw, or 
the Isle of Man. There is a place, near Aberystwith, called 
Rhiw Arthen. 

Arthne : the church of Cydweli, in Caennarthenshire, is 
called Llan Arthne. 

Asa, the son of Sawyl Benuchel ab Pabo Post Prydain, 
whose mother was Gwenaseth, the daughter of Rhun Hael, of 
Rhyvoniog. St. Asaph and Llan Asa, in Flintshire, are named 
after him. 

B. 

Bach, the son of Carwed. It is said that Eglwys Vach, in 
Denbighshire, was built by him. 

Baglan, the son of Dingab ab Nudd Hael ab Senyllt ab 
Cedig ab Dyvnwal Hen ab Ednyved ab Macsen WIedig, and 
whose mother was Tebri, the daughter of Llewddyn Luyddog 
of Din Eidyn in the North. Baglan lies in Coed Alun. Llan 
Vaglan, near Carnarvon, is dedicated to him ; he had brothers, 
the founders of churches, called Lleuddad, Eleri, Te"wy, Ty vrioff, 
and Gwytherin. 

Bkrrys : the church called Llan Verrys, in Denbighshire, 
is dedicated to him. 

Beuno, the son of Bugi, or Hywgi, ab Gwynlliw ab Glywis 
abTegid ab Cadell Deyvndlug; his mother was Teneu, orPer- 
feren, the daughter of Llewddyn Luyddog of Dinos Eidyn, in 
the Xorth. The monastery of Clynog, in Arvon, was founded 
by Beuno. There is a poem extant on his curious legend. 

BiGEL : Llan Vigel, in Mon, is dedicated to him. Maen y 
Bigcl, a rock in the sea, on the coast of Mon ; also another, so 
called, near Enlli, or Bardsey Island. 

BoDA, otherwise called Bodvan, one of the sons of Helig ab 
Glanog, of Tyno Heli, whose land was overflowed by the sea, 
and forms the present Lavan Sands, near Bangor. The brothers 
of Boda were Aelgyvarc, Brenda, Brothen, Celynin, Gwynyn, 
and Rhychwyn. Bodvan lies at AbcrGwyngyngreawdr, Upper 
Arllechwedd, in Ar\on. 

VOL. III. c 
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Brenda, the son of Helig ab Gl^og, of Tyno Helig. 
" Gwir k ddywed Sant Brenda, 
" Nid Ilai cyrchir drwg no da." 
True is what is said by Saint Brenda, 
Not less is evil resorted to than good. 
Brid, Saint y Brid, or St. Bride, to whom there are churches 
dedicated in the counties of Monmouth, Glamorgan, and Pem- 
broke, and Radnor ; she is otherwise called San Fraid, and San 
Fraid Leian. There are twelve churches dedicated to her in 
South Wales, and two or three in North Wales, but in the 
latter under the name of Fraid. 

Brothen, the son of Helig ab Gl^og of Tyno Helig, whose 
land was overflowed by the sea. 

Brychan, or Brychan Brycheiniog, the son of Anllech 
Goronog, King of Ireland; his mother was Marchell, the 
daughter of Teudrig ab Tithfalt ab Teithrin ab Tathal ab Amun 
Ddu, king of Greece. Brychan had three wives, namely, 
Furbrawst, Rhybrawst, and Peresgri ; his children are one of 
the three holy lineages * of the Isle of Britain ; the other two 
are the children of Cunedda Wledig, and the children of Caw 
of Prydyn -f . 

The names of the Sons of Brychan : 

7. Dyvnan 13. Pabiali 19. Cynin 

8. Gerwyn 14. Llechau 20. Dogvan 

9. Cadog 15. Cynbryd 21. Rhawin 

10. Mathaiarn 16. Cynvran 

11. Pasgen 17. Hychan 

12. Nefai 18. Dyvrig 
The Daughters of Brychan ; 

8. Fieri 14. Tydiau 

9. Lleian 15. Elined 

10. Nevydd 16. Ceindrych 22. Tydvyl 

11. Rhieingar 17. Gwen 23. Envail 

12. GoleuddyddlS. Cenedlon 24. Hawystl 

13. Gwendyddt 19- Cymhorth§ 25. Tybie 



1. Cynog 

2. Cledwyn 

3. Dingad 

4. Arthcn 

5. Cyvlevyr 

6. Rhain 



22. Rhun 

23. Cledog 

24. Caian 

20. Dwynwen 

21. Ceinwen 



Gwladus 
Arianwen 
Tangwystl 
Mechell 

5. Nevyn 

6. Gwawr 

7. Gwrgon 

• The Triad, which records the three holy families, may he found in tlie 
firstyolnmcof the Cambbo-Briton, p. 169. but, instead of Caw of Prydyn, 
as here mentioned, the chieftain, there joined with Brychan and Cunedda, 
is Bran ab Llyr Llediaitb. 

t Prydyn is the name generally applied to North Britain. 

i Or Gwawrddydd. § Or Clydai. 
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Brynach : he is called Brynach Wyddel, or Brynach the 
Irishman, in the Triads. There is a church named after him in 
the county of Brecon. 

BuAN, the son of Ysgwn ab liywarch Hen. 
[To be eomtmued.} 
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THE PRIVILEGES OF THE MEN OF ARVON. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE CAMBRO-BRITON. 

Sib, — ^The following copy of the Privileges of the Men of 
Arvon, with the curious reason for their being granted, is ex- 
tracted from the text of the Laws of Hywel the Good, in a 
manuscript apparently written before the close of the twelfth 
century, as printed in the Archaiology of Wales, vol. iii. p. 
383. The manuscript is in the library of the Welsh school, in 
London. You will observe, that the translation is almost a 
literal one, and it is sent without any illustration, with a view 
of leaving you, Mr. Editor, to say what you may deem ne- 
cessary. 

There are other copies extant of these privileges ; but whe- 
ther any one of them has the eighth, which is a blank in this 
copy, I cannot recollect, and have not now the opportunity of 
ascertaining. 

The reader will observe, that this document gives a quota- 
tion out of some verses by our celebrated bard Taliesin, which, 
it is to be regretted, are not now, most probably, in existence ; 
and the subject of those verses, as the quotation seems to in- 
dicate, was the privileges here submitted to the notice of the 
reader. 

Hanesai. 

The Privileges of the Men of Arvon *. 
In former times was slain Elidyr the Courteous, a man of tlie 

* Notwitbstandiag that a translation of tliese ancient and carious " Pri- 
vUegea" has already appeared in print, we gladly avail oijrselves of this 
opportunity to present to onr readers anotlier, and, in some particulars, a 
more correct, version than that which has been published in tlie Cambrian 
Register ; and we wish we could comply with our correspondent's sug- 



